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Background

Results

•	In 1999 SAEM developed a consensus
statement about the resident scholarly
activity (SA)
•	This paper builds on this consensus
paper re-evaluating consensus among
the Emergency Medicine leadership
groups
•	Consensus building is a multifaceted
process that is instrumental in
healthcare leadership
•	The beginning steps of consensus
building here involved seeking input
from stakeholder and analyzing
preliminary data

•	Multiple items meeting concordance in 1999 were agreed upon again
•	Several items did not achieve concordance from the preliminary data
•	Figure 1 shows several outcomes from the survey
•	For example, it was agreed upon that a systematic review should meet the endpoint
qualifications of the SA (3.54)
Figure 1. Demographics

Consensus Data Survey Results
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The primary role of the SA should be:
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Instruct residents in the process of scientiﬁc inquiry
Expose them to the mechanics of research
Teach them lifelong skills, including search strategies
Teach them how to formulate a question
The deﬁnition of the SA should include:
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Hypothesis generation
Information gathering or data collection
Evidence of data analysis or analytical thinking
Interpretation of results or statement of conclusions
Being able to critically appraise medical literature
Possible endpoints of the SA should include:

Problem Statement
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A paper of publishable quality

2.79

An abstract submission
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A systematic review
A quality improvement exercise

Is there consensus on the resident
scholarly activity in the preliminary
survey data among the leadership
groups in emergency medicine?

2.63

An oral presentation

Methods
•	Convenience sample survey, utilizing a
Likert scale
•	N = 330 stakeholders, demographics
described in Figure 1
•	Analyze areas of concordance and
discordance
•	Measuring goals of the SA, endpoints
of the SA, and roles involved

Conclusions
•	Consensus data may serve as a best practice guideline
•	However, each residency program may have individual goals and different resources
•	Limitations: areas that did not meet clear consensus in preliminary data and a lack
of discussion among stakeholders with different viewpoints, which is a valuable
aspect of consensus building in leadership
•	These aspects were the main focus of the SAEM conference and second iteration of
data collection
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